
headed southeast. 

We drove to Savannah, GA with 

intentions of staying a couple of 

days to sightsee and then on to 

St. Augustine, FL.  However, we 

experienced more bitter cold, wet 

weather.  So, after one night on 

Tybee Island, outside Savannah, 

we headed directly for Mel-

bourne, FL.   

The first day was a bit cool.  It 

just seemed like we couldn’t 

shake the cold weather.  But, by 

the second day, the weather 

warmed up substantially, and the 

sunshine felt wonderful. 

We have friends in Melbourne 

that we knew when we lived in 

Germany.  It was great seeing 

them again.  We also had some 

friends from Ohio that met up 

with us in Melbourne.  They 

stayed in a local hotel and we all 

shared a great time together. 

On Friday the 13th, we decided 

to escape the cold for awhile and 

head south to visit our friends in 

Florida! 

First we headed east to visit our 

daughter & family in Arlington, 

VA.  The first night we stayed 

overnight in Donegal, PA just as 

it began to snow.  When we ar-

rived the next day at the 

campground, located in a state 

park just south of Arlington, we 

were alarmed to hear there was a 

high wind advisory warning from 

the National Weather Service of 

gusts in excess of 60 mph, with 

the possible downing of trees.  

What better place to be than in a 

park surrounded by trees?  We 

had planned to stay in our RV at 

night, but decided it was safer to 

stay at our daughter’s house.  It 

snowed while we were there and 

the temperature plummeted!  The 

day we departed, the forecast was 

for 8”-12” snow that night.  So, 

we 

headed out early.  Next stop Trin-

ity, NC.  We knew it should be 

warmer in North Carolina!  How-

ever, the unseasonable cold 

weather chased us all the way 

there. 

We stopped to visit Barbara & 

Roy.  They have Yogi & Zoey, 

from our kennel, as well as Toby.  

Our plan was to visit for the even-

ing, have dinner, get up in the 

morning and have breakfast to-

gether, then get back on the road 

south.  When we arrived, Barbara 

informed us that an ice storm was 

forecast to start at 4 p.m.  So we 

were only able to visit for a couple 

of hours and had to hit the road 

again! Barbara told us that if we 

made if to Charlotte, we should 

escape the ice storm.  Just to play 

it safe, we drove all the way to 

Columbia, SC and found a 

campground.  We hooked every-

thing up and crashed for the 

night.  It sounded like it rained 

all night.  When we awoke the 

next morning to the sound of 

chain saws, we looked out to 

discover everything was coated in 

a thick layer of ice.  There was no 

power in the campground and a 

tree limb had crashed down 

about five feet from our RV.  

Fortunately, the roads were rela-

tively clear, so we once again 

Winter Escape to Florida! 
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We had plans to stop off and visit  two more D&M Farm Ken-

nel Chow families, on our return trip home, but due to unfore-

seen family illnesses, we had to pass.  However,  we did stop in 

Knoxville, TN and visited with Tony & Samantha who have 

Bogie.  It was great seeing Bogie, and even more special to visit 

with his wonderful family.  Bogie is such a special Chow!  We 

thoroughly enjoyed  spending time with all. 

 

We thank everyone 

for their great 

hospitality !  

D&M  
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Vacation Con’t ... 

Flamingos sunning at SeaWorld ! 

A very unusual herd of hundreds of Manatees 

sunning in a local canal! 

From sub-zero temperatures in Ohio to 84 degrees Fahrenheit at SeaWorld! 

Overall, we had a great vacation to escape the cold, but it was equally nice to get back home 
just in time for one last big snowstorm!  Just a few more days and spring, with its warm 
weather will be just around the corner!  One thing we both agreed on … Melbourne is look-
ing good for next winter!  In fact, we are already making plans to return!   



 

My Best Birthday Ever!        

the start, but being how I am, I 

researched the breed, and learned 

that she needed to be socialized 

and trained.  We did all that and 

she was such a sweetheart.  She 

was very small, because she was a 

runt.  People were always saying 

how she looked too small to be a 

Chow.  Sasha was there when we 

brought my son Caiden home 

from the hospital and immediate-

ly was concerned for his well be-

ing.  If he made a peep, she would 

notify me by talking to me.  She 

did this her entire life with both 

our children.  When they got out 

of bed during the night, she 

would wake me with her talk, 

alerting me that they needed me.  

Sasha moved with us from New 

Hampshire to California, then to 

Arizona and back to New Hamp-

shire.  When she was around 12 

yrs. old, she started having trouble 

with her hips.  We didn't want to 

say goodbye to this precious girl, 

but it got to the point where meds 

were no longer helping and she 

also became deaf and partially 

blind.  She learned my sign lan-

guage quickly and adapted to her 

hearing loss like a champ.  I talk 

of Sasha, because she gave me 

such a perspective of love from a 

dog, that was different.  When we 

had to put her down, I said I 

would never own another breed 

of dog.  Jeff & I were even to the 

point where we said no more pets, 

because there would never be a 

nicer Chow than Sasha.  It was 

one of the hardest things we had 

to do, saying goodbye to Sasha.  

The house was quiet, our kids 

cried at night, and after I comfort-

ed them, the tears would fall on my pillow.  

This went on for a long time.  Months went 

by.  I told Jeff I didn't like being home alone 

without a dog to keep me company.  I start-

ed searching for a breeder here in New 

Hampshire.  No luck, not even in the New 

England area.  I didn't talk much to Jeff 

about my search, but I would drop subtle 

hints from time to time.  He must have been 

doing his homework without my knowledge.  

He told me about some breeders he found 

online in Ohio and asked me to look at the 

dogs.  I fell in love with the pics and Jazzy 

was the one that caught my eye. I told him I 

liked her cinnamon color and felt I couldn't 

deal with getting another black puppy like 

Sasha.  Long story short, 6 months after we 

said goodbye to our Sasha, Jeff told me on 

my birthday that he had put a deposit down 

on a puppy with D&M Farm Kennel, and I 

needed to let them know what color I want-

ed!  So exciting!  I wrote to Darrell & Male-

ah and told them our whole story.  They 

were both very empathetic and assured me 

that a new puppy could not replace Sasha, 

but rather give us a new found love for an-

other girl.  In June, Darrell called and said 

he had a cream female available if we wanted 

her.  YES!  And the countdown began!  The 

kids, Jeff & I were so excited about our new 

bundle!  Searching for names, looking at 

Chow puppy pics, just waiting.  We were 

sent our weekly Sunday pics of two cream 

females.   

 

 

 

Not knowing which one was ours was diffi-

cult, since both were almost identical and 

adorable.  Finally, within a few weeks, we 

learned which girl was ours.  We picked the 

name Lulu Bear because it was different, 

cute and fitting for a sweet cream Chow!  

My love of animals has been with 

me since the day I was born.  

Growing up, we always had some 

furry or feathery pet around the 

house.  My dad hunted birds and 

so we had Beagles, Black Labs and 

Golden Retrievers.  I always want-

ed a little dog, so for my 15th 

birthday my parents gave me a 

Lhasa Apso puppy.  I named her 

Angie.  When she passed away, I 

was dating my husband, Jeff.  

Being sad for weeks about the 

passing of Angie, and also my 

kitty, who lived 20 years, Jeff did-

n't want to see me sad anymore.  

One day he said, “I'll be back in a 

bit.” I was in the laundry room, he 

came in carrying a black fluffy 

ball.  Living in New Hampshire, it 

looked to me like a baby black 

bear slung over his shoulder!  He 

sat this black ball of fluff on the 

floor and said, "she's for you." I 

looked at him and looked down at 

her and couldn't get over how 

cute she was.  Being a dog lover, I 

knew immediately she was a 

Chow Chow.  He said, "if you 

don't like her, we can take her 

back." I bent down and she kissed 

me and I said, "no ... she's not 

going back."  He told me to name 

her what I wanted and so the next 

morning, her name was Sasha 

Bear!  She was a good girl from 
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Client submitted story: 

Ruger Titan Wasmuth … the story 

how Ruger got his name.   

Our previous Chow, Genghis 

Khan, was hit by a truck and was 

killed.  So, I made up my mind 

that until I could afford to obtain 

one from D&M Farm, and put in 

an underground fence around our 

3 acres, I wouldn’t  take the 

chance of another getting hit by a 

car.  To accomplish this, I sold 

two of my (Ruger) handguns!  So, 

that became his first name. 

His middle name is from one of 

my grandson’s cartoons, Teen 

Titans. 

This is a picture of my grandson 

Logan and Ruger Titan in the 

wood trailer being pulled around 

the yard. 

I know Ruger was sent to us by 

Khan’s angel.  Ironically, Ruger 

was born less than 24 hours after 

Khan passed away. Ruger is a puppy from Pixie & 

Kaiser. 

Ruger in  Ohio 

“We love to share 

your stories with all 

our Chow lovers 

out there!” 
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Birthday Con’t ... 

the hospital … up at night, feed-

ing, taking time out to potty and 

lots of playtime!   She fit right in!  

Immediately we saw similarities 

between her and Sasha.  It was 

amazing! 

Lulu is definitely different than 

Sasha … much more sure of her-

self.  She’s sassy, but full of the 

same love and devotion for her 

family.  She is an amazing girl and 

there are so many people who love 

her.  In fact, I think many have 

changed their feelings about the 

Chow Chow breed, because of her 

sweet nature and temperament. 

Lulu provides us with a ray of 

sunshine … so bright, and a love 

… so unconditional … and a sweet-

ness that is all her own.  Thank 

you for our precious girl Lulu 

Bear!  Without a doubt … the best 

birthday gift ever! 

The day finally came when Darrell 

& Maleah put her on the airplane 

for her flight to New Hampshire.  

We went to the airport to pick her 

up.  I was in tears with anticipa-

tion for the arrival of our new 

furry baby.  When they brought 

her out in her little crate, she was 

more beautiful and adorable than 

I had even imagined!   

Lulu has brought so much fun 

and love back into our home!  

Having a puppy is a lot like bring-

ing a newborn baby home from 
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617 W Dayton-Yellow Springs Rd. 

Fairborn, OH  45324 

Phone: 937-767-7075 

E-mail: dnmfarm@aol.com 

“The goal of D & M Farm Kennel is to   

breed quality Chow Chows   

with exceptional temperament.    

We want all of our puppies to be good   

ambassadors for the breed” 
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front yard, decided to gang up on 

Char Char, who is our housedog.  

A couple of days went by before 

anyone realized that she had been 

attacked and suffered puncture 

wounds.  Fortunately, Rhonda 

noticed, took her to the vet and 

she was put on antibiotics imme-

diately.  However, an infection 

had already begun and the initial 

antibiotics weren’t strong enough.  

A couple of more days passed 

before it became apparent that 

Char was failing.  Rhonda rushed 

her back to the vet.  They put her 

on two strong antibiotics, anti-

nausea meds, and pain meds.  She 

Wow!  What a cold February this 

has turned out to be!  We have 

not had a winter like this in a 

long time and it seems most of 

the country can say the same 

thing!   

It never ceases to amaze us how 

well animals do outside.  The 

Chows like it even when it is bone 

chilling to us humans!  With 

proper shelter, food, and water, 

animals seem to do just fine, but 

we still feel bad for them just the 

same. 

While we were gone, two of our 

females Chows, which run in the 

was one very sick little girl.  It was 

touch and go for the first few days.  

Rhonda took Char to her house, so 

she could monitor her better. 

Char healed quickly and is back to 

her old self.  We were so very fortu-

nate to have Rhonda on top of 

things.  She realized things weren’t 

right, and most likely saved Char’s 

life!  It could easily have been a 

different outcome. 

From now on Char will go with us 

on vacations.  We want to express a 

heartfelt thank you to  Rhonda 

Bade for your special care! 
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