
would be coming to our place 

the next weekend to pick him 

up.  We had a great lunch with 

them and enjoyed our short visit.  

Then off to Niagara Falls.  We 

drove over to the Canadian side.  

It was a most spectacular sight!  

Mother Nature is truly amazing!   

We then stopped in Brockport, 

New York to visit Tommy & 

Donna 

and see 

òArió.  He 

is one of 

our very 

special 

and abso-

lutely rare 

òapricotó 

Chows.  

His color is very unique é not 

cream  é nor red.  òArió was 

happy to see everyone and his 

mom and dad had prepared a 

lovely dinner for us.  We had a 

very nice visit into the late even-

ing hours and then spent the 

night in a local hotel. 

The next morning we headed out 

for Danville, Vermont to meet up 

with Heather, Brad & Kim.  After 

all é òChopperó and òRileyó 

were awaiting our arrival that 

afternoon.  We met up with 

them at the Sugar Ridge RV Vil-

lage-Campground in northern 

Vermont.  Reportedly, it is the 

best campground in Vermont.  It 

was indeed a beautiful pictur-

Since we lived in Germany for 

more than 17 years of our adult 

life, we have seen more of Eu-

rope than America.  Therefore, 

we have discussed taking a road 

trip to New England to see the 

beautiful fall foliage and pictur-

esque landscapes. 

One of our all-time favorite mov-

ies is òOn Golden Pondó é with 

the fabulous setting being New 

Hampshire.  Ironically, over our 

many years of travel, Darrell 

once befriended an elderly cou-

ple who were visiting Germany.  

They happened to own a sum-

mer home very near the location 

where the movie was filmed.  

They always sent us a Christmas 

card every year and invited us to 

visit their summer home in New 

Hampshire, even suggesting that 

we spend some time in their 

home when they were away 

elsewhere.  They also owned a 

home in Branson, Missouri.  Alt-

hough we always planned to take 

them up on their kind offer, we 

could never find time to work it 

in our busy schedule.  Sadly, we 

waited too long é and they are 

now both deceased. 

Time is a precious commodity 

for us, so we couldnõt afford to 

be gone, but for a short visit.   

We knew we wanted to visit the 

famous Niagara Falls, see the 

Adirondacks, Vermont, New 

Hampshire, Connecticut & Penn-

sylvania.  We finally decided on a 

looping route, with our final 

destination, visiting the Amish 

country of Lancaster, Pennsylva-

nia. 

After much discussion, we decid-

ed that we should combine this 

adventure into a  òChowy Jour-

neyó and visit some of our won-

derful clientele who have pur-

chased their Chows from our 

kennel.  Darrell set about re-

searching clientele along the 

route who have purchased pup-

pies from us since 2009.  To our 

amazement, he discovered al-

most 30.   

We decided to schedule our 

journey in conjunction with a 

holiday, so we departed Ohio on 

Friday, October 7, 2011 at 6:00 

a.m.  The extended weather 

forecast for the entire journey 

was magnificent é clear blue 

skies, sunny and warm! 

Our road trip consisted of 2,149 

miles in 86 hours!  Regardless of 

the distance and compressed 

time, we had an absolutely won-

derful time!  We started out 

heading in the direction of New 

York.  We stopped in Erie, PA to 

visit Melissa and see òWarlockó.  

òWarlockó is 

a big guy and 

wasn't too 

sure about all 

of us piling 

into his 

house.  But, 

he settled 

down and let us pet him.  

òWarlockó is a black male. We 

thank you Melissa for your gra-

cious hospitality. 

From there we headed to Buffa-

lo, New York to meet up with a 

couple of fantastic college stu-

dents é Lucas and Kasey.  They 

didnõt have their puppy yet and 
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P A G E  2  esque setting! They had a won-

derful potluck dinner ready for 

us.  It was super!  We were 

able to visit with two more 

clients and see their Chows.  

òRileyó is a beautiful red male 

and òChopperó is a gorgeous 

cream male.  It was especially 

good, since we had shipped the 

puppies and had not met their 

owners.  We spent the night in 

a camper and then headed out 

for New Hampshire early the 

next morning.  Thank you 

Heather, Brad & Kim.  Your 

kindness and hospitality will  

be cherished ! 

We were told that Mt. Wash-

ington, é in the White Moun-

tain chain of  New Hampshire 

was a must see.  It is well 

known and world famous for 

its notoriously changing weath-

er conditions. Mt. Washington 

has the highest wind speed 

ever recorded on earth at 231 

mph.  This was just wind é no 

tornado nor hurricane!  Fortu-

nately, we were able to get 

tickets for the cog train and 

were able to go to the summit.  

Although the weather was 

great é windy conditions is an 

understatement.  While we 

were there, the winds were so 

strong we had to lean into the 

wind to walk across the obser-

vation deck!  A few days earli-

er they had to close down the 

train, due to excessive high 

wind conditions.  In fact, we 

were told that the last train 

coming down for the day lost 

some equipment along the way 

due to the high winds.  It was 

indeed a sight to remember 

forever! 

Once we came down from the 

mountain we drove on south 

through New Hampshire, Con-

necticut, New York & New 

Jersey é headed for Lancas-

ter, Pennsylvania.  After a 

short visit with our friendsõ 

relatives in New Jersey, we 

drove on and spent the night 

in Ephrata, Pennsylvania.  Early 

the next morning we headed 

on to Lancaster.  We did some 

sight-seeing in and around the 

Lancaster area, enjoying the 

beauty and tranquility of the 

Amish countryside.   

 We then drove to Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania and met up with 

two more clients é Ann & 

Bob é and got to meet 

òPorkchopó a cinnamon male, 

òTanneró a cream male and 

òNutmegó a red female.  We 

enjoyed our visit and sincerely ap-

preciated Ann & Bob taking time 

from their busy schedules to meet 

up with us.  We will always remem-

ber your generosity and kindness  

and hope to see you again one day. 

We then drove on to just outside 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania where we 

met another of our clients at a 

Cracker Barrel restaurant along the 

interstate.  James was gracious 

enough to drive 20 miles so we 

wouldnõt have to get off the inter-

state.  òKobeó his beautiful red male 

was waiting 

for our arri-

val.  What a 

beautiful boy 

he is.  We 

thank you 

Jim for going 

out of your 

way to make our day so special. 

We are happy to report that we 

saw nothing but beautiful healthy 

Chows.  We are very happy with 

our progeny.  Well-mannered, good

-tempered, and absolutely gorgeous!  

We have known that our clientele 

are wonderful people who share 

our love of Chows.  But this road 

trip confirmed that forever for us!  

We thank you all for your kindness 

and hospitality and look forward to 

future òChowy Journeysó.    You 

never know when we might be 

calling you and arranging a visit to 

see you and your Chow! 

Our trip was a whirlwind, but we 

were able to meet up with many of 

our clients and visit for a short 

while.  We feel so lucky and so 

blessed by having such great people 

in our lives.  We thank each of you 

from the bottom of our hearts!  

May God bless each of you and your 

beloved Chow companions! 

You never know, we may just drop 

in to see you one day! Donõt be 

surprised!  Of course, the invitation 

to visit us is always there for every-

one! 
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Donôt you hate it when someone makes you look at their travel photos? 


