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Sometimes it is just not possi-

ble to take our pets on vaca-

tion with us or on a trip we 

must make.  Often, boarding 

or pet sitting are the only op-

tions.  Here are some things to 

do to make this time as stress 

free as possible for your pet. 

Ask around for recommenda-

tions for a good boarding facil-

ity.  Go to the ones that have 

been recommended and talk to 

the people.  Ask for a tour.  

You should see a clean and 

well maintained facility.  Cages 

should be in excellent condi-

tion, no sharp edges.  Will your 

dog be turned out with others 

or by itself?  Will they allow 

you to bring in your petõs bed 

or something with the scent of 

home?  This can be very com-

forting to your dog.  It is also 

recommended to provide your 

own food.  It is what your pet 

is accustomed to and will be 

one less thing that is strange to 

them.  Take your pet to the 

facility and let him meet the 

people.  They can give a treat, 

which will provide a positive 

experience.  The visit will also 

give your pet a chance to take 

in the sights and sounds before 

they are actually left there.  If 

possible, make a second visit 

and see if you can leave your 

pet for about an hour.  It will 

help your pet cope with the 

separation. 

Pet sitting is gaining popularity.  

It allows your pet to stay in 

their own home.  It is im-

portant to ensure you are get-

ting someone that is responsi-

ble, knowledgeable and very 

reliable.  Disasters can happen 

if the pet sitter doesnõt show 

up as agreed.  References and 

recommendations are critical, 

because you are relying totally 

on a single person.  Introduce 

your pet to this person prior to 

your trip.  If they can spend 

some time with your pet, it is 

that much better.  Make sure 

you provide the Pet Stter with 

your contact number and the 

contact numbers of someone 

local,  in case they canõt show 

up to care for your pet.  Acci-

dents happen to people that 

could suddenly make it impos-

sible for the Sitter to fulfill 

their obligation.  Have a neigh-

bor check in from time to time 

to make sure all is well. 

Nothing can replace using 

common sense.  Just think 

what it would be if you had to 

stay at a strange place with 

people you do not know.  Hav-

ing familiar things around you 

would help.  And at least hav-

ing met one or two of the peo-

ple who are going to be there 

would make it feel better.  

Having your own food and not 

having to eat strange food 

would also help. 

If you canõt take in your petõs 

bed, ask if you can at least 

bring in a piece of your cloth-

ing.  It will have your scent and 

can very soothing to your pet. 

Our black Chow, Bear, loved 

the place we boarded him.  

The old gentleman who ran the 

kennel instantly made friends 

with Bear by giving him a piece 

of Braunschweiger.  But, when 

we picked him up he would tell 

us off all the way home from 

the backseat of our car.  He 

would harp at us and then qui-

et only to start again as if he 

thought of something else to 

give us the devil about.  He 

definitely had no problem let-

ting us know what he thought 

about us leaving him behind! 

The strange thing for some é. 

was that we thoroughly under-

stood and related to his feel-

ings!  We missed him also! 
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Khan was a whopping 

50 lbs at six months.  

He  is still growing and 

what a coat! 

It is reported that he is 

developing his guarding 

instincts, but still has 

moments when still in 

the puppy mode.  Like 

when there is thunder.  

He tucks his tail and 

runs for safety! 

He still thinks he is a lap dog.  

Much to the dismay of the Scot-

tie who also occupies the 

household.  Fortunately, 

he gets hot quickly and 

jumps down. 

Khan is a puppy from 

Kaiser and Bella.  He is 

from the same litter as 

our new male Simba.  

They really do look like 

brothers. 

Khan in Ohio 

dog may have chronic infec-

tions. 

The best defense against the 

disease is to make sure you 

check your dog for ticks any-

time he has been in an area 

where deer ticks might be pre-

sent.  There are also vaccina-

tions for Lyme disease.  As 

long as you are vigilant about 

checking your dog, he should 

be fine.  Remember, you have 

48 hours to find that tick! 

Lyme Disease in Dogs 

Lyme disease is carried pre-

dominantly by the deer tick.  

Lyme disease is not prevalent 

in all states, but continues to 

be a danger to people and ani-

mals. 

In order for the disease to be 

transmitted to a dog, the tick 

must be attached for a mini-

mum of 48 hours.  If the tick is 

removed or dies before that 

time, the disease will not be 

transmitted. 

Unlike people, symptoms of 

the disease can take from two 

to five months to appear.  Typ-

ical symptoms are fever, lame-

ness, swollen joints, swollen 

lymph glands, and loss of ap-

petite.  A rash does not appear 

around the bite site. 

Treatment for Lyme disease is 

with antibiotics.  The animal 

will be put on an antibiotic for 

two to four weeks.  Some dogs 

never rid themselves of the 

bacteria.  In these cases the 

 

ñLyme disease in dogs 

can take two to five 

months for symptoms 

to appear.ò 
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Tiny and hard to find. 

This guarding thing is easy! 



Taz in Florida 

Temna in Michigan 

Irritable Behavior 

Taz moved into a household 

with an adult Chow.  Aunt 

Xena doesnõt put up with any 

puppy nonsense, but Tax isnõt 

intimidated at all.  When she 

barks he just barks right back.  

Iõm sure Aunt Xena thinks he 

is an impudent pup. 

Taz continues to entertain eve-

ryone with his puppy antics.  

Like wrestling a flowerpot until 

it gave up! 

Taz is a puppy from Hagrid 

and Onyx. 

bothering them such as ticks or 

fleas.  Both can make a dog 

sick and therefore, can cause 

irritable behavior.  Barring any 

obvious problems, a trip to the 

vet might be in order. 

Your vet will do a complete 

physical exam and may order 

some tests to determine if 

something is going on. 

Older dogs é just like we hu-

mans é may often be afflicted 

with joint degeneration.  Alt-

hough there may not be any-

thing that can fix it, there are 

prescriptions that can make 

them more comfortable. 

Donõt ignore the signs that 

something may be wrong!  

You should take notice if you 

see that your pet is suddenly 

easily irritated   Since dogs are 

not typically òmoodyó you can 

bet that there is a root cause 

for their irritation.  Usually it 

can be tracked to a physical 

ailment of some type.   

Check your dog over to make 

sure they do not have any pests 

What a beautiful girl she is and 

looks a lot like her daddy. 

Temna is a puppy from  Buhda 

and Mercedes. 

Temna is a year old now and 

weighs in at 75 lbs.  She is go-

ing to be a big girl.   

She loves the Michigan winter 

and has a boyfriend, Teddy, 

who lives across the street.  He 

is a lab mix that is a little too 

quick for her to catch, but she 

loves the chase anyway. 

 

ñIrritable behavior is 

often due to a physical 

ailment.  Donôt ignore 

the warning signs.ò 
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Grrrrrrrrr! 

Iõve got you now! 
Yeah!  I knew you didnõt want to fight me! 



Puppy Pickups 
 


